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hid. Abimaaz called. and. 
the * 06 All «s well. , 
down to the earth up 
the King, and ſaid, Te be the Lord: 
thy God. which hath delivered np; the. 
' men. that lift up. their: hand againſt 
my Lord the King. 


HIS Ahimaaz was a Soldier under: 

'Foab, in the battle which he foughr 

= with Abſalom, the Rebcllious Son of 
his too kind and” indulgent /Father, King! 
David; who having 'newly-'pardon'd- him 
that unnatural 'murder. of his brother Am-' 
210n, and received him into gracc and favour, 
and furniſhed him with a; ntul:pevenue, 
and ſplendid: —_ ) that if he had: 
A. he: ak VE a 1n/ peace. and 
glory, and been'a'c ny jo to: ict 

3 4 


Y | ; {a}. . 
a Patriot to his Countrey, and a bleſſing to © © 
his Fanuly-:- and- after-he- had. 20a rk 
circte of a happy and proſperous life, might © 
have gone down, with honour to his grave. 
The fooliſ'a young man; being 
thereto excited, partly p_—_ by the . in- 
ſinuations'of a company of crafty - Male- 
contents, but. chiefly by his own. Ambion, 
imbazques;himflt.ma wicked, and deſperate 
deſign, againſt his Father's Life and Grown ; 
in order whereynto, he. induſtriouſſy ſets 
himſelf, by: mean and poor condeſoenfions, 
to, cajote and inveagle the. rude and giddy 
Mobile; which, partly-by declaimingagaznſt 
the Malc-adminiſtrations of his Father's Go- 
vernment, partly by promiſing them a 
through ies thever h&arrived;to 
be a. Judge w Tpael, he at; lengehiaccom- 
pliſhed.. And now having\ farmed: to him- 
ſelf a - any RUDRCIOUs: patrsyt;.: he:gers 
his: Fathers keave to/make: a progrefs th. He- 
bron, (afactaustown without 'doubt;. and: it: 
lay Weſt-ward;ob Feruſalem:) under pretcnce 
of Paying: a: Vow:there;. tar:{o. Re 1$101.5 
the uſual: ſham of Rebeliom:: where! being: 
 arriyed) with. 200amcy out of: Feruſalems, who: 
followed: him blindfold without euher fear 


Or 


CEN WEY | 
of vic he fondo ae Aebitophel, who Yall 
IectiiCounveltot he Father, itt iis 
ciwre; ipit Rei probably Ws Wiſcitded Vhe 

Coart for \fome igh err einen this 
aorkerold wretch, alad of the ppportani- 
oF to lrevenge linda apen his r, tr- 
median: 5 Rercſts With hiOunthitifl 
Son, antl thereby Mercales His party into 2 
ftro! and annitrous Army, with pong he 

ts:upfaityft (pm ric 4nd Father, hl 

is oval tin &/ 'batthe; inf hot 
wichſturdirks tis Padier' 5Yers*to Ye con- 
gary, fo Anke by thetrebof 96h, who wiſt- 
ly foreſaw: that ng tonld heyet hope to 
Raigri in/peaceſolofng'4s the Rabel Bjalbhe 
was alive; Hee pon ' Abimiaz the fon of 
Zatlboth, avalinnt Soldier, and fwift and'nim- 
ble foor-4rian,-defires Foib his General that 
hemay be the (meſſenger of 'the' good 'ti- 
dings to the King ; but 7oab having a kind- 
neſs for the man, and wiſely confidering 
that the news'of : Abfaton's "death would” be 
veryunwelcoineto David, and in aH proba- 
bility tranſport him into a high diſpleaſure, 
and fo'prove fatal ro the deliverer;. at'firſt 
refuſes' 40' Jet -him go, and in his TooM 
fends Cuſh;, who was either 4 cothrmon or 
a 


147 


a forcign: Soldier; but Ahimaaz upon "TY ED 


importunate . deſire, /'at: length; obtains of 
Foab leave, to follow. him, and being-much 
the nimbler, out-runs Caſbz, arid being arri- 
ved.into the King's preſence, cries, All is well, 
being unable _ through! exceſs of. Joy, 

x. want of breath to-expreſs his meſſage at 
4 c: after which having recovered bumſelt 
a —' he ArOTY. himſelf at the on 2: 


feet, 290 in a-tranſport of Joy and:Th 


giving, thus expret je ; himſelf; Bleſſed be ;re 
bord thy God ohich hath delivered up the men 
that lift up their hand againſt my Lord the King, 
.,, In chophng hich'words for my. Text up- 
on, this joytu occaſion, God knows I have 


. -no defign to. inſult and crample on the me- 


mory of that wofully muſlead and. unfortu- 
nate Gentleman, who was Captain -of that 
lace black Rebellion, the happy overthrow 
and concluſion of which we are now: thank- 
tully. commemorating. For. though it can- 
not. be denicd, but. that his unnatural and 
undutiful behaviour to his-late moſt Brac 
ous Father and Soveraign, did but too - 
Iy intitle him to the Name and Character 
of Abſalom; and that his Rebellionagainiſt;In- 
fidelity to, and barbarous-aſperſions, of his 
preſent 
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preſent Majeſty, who was always his. gene- 


rous Patron'and Benefactor, do bur too dc- 
ſervedly brand him the perfidious and un- 
gratcful Abſalom : yet conſidering the Rela- 
tion. he bore to our late dear Soveraign of 
ever bleſſed Memory, the promiting. bloſ- 
ſom of his Youth, before it was blaſted with 
wild and boundleſs ambition, and the glo- 
rious ſpherei1nwhich he once moved,where, 
had 'he: not afpired vo the Seat of the:Sun; 
he night have ſhone among Stars of the firſt 
magnitude, and ſhed forth a benign influ- 
ence upon his Country and Family. Conft- 


deting theſe things, I ſay, I am fo far from 


triumphing on his ruine, that I heartily la- 
ment and bewail his being ſeduc'd into the ' 
crimes that were the cauſe of it, and deteſt 
thoſe curſed Achitophels that ſeduc'd him, 
only. to make him the tool of their own 
dire revenge and reſtleſs ambition : and if 
God fo pleaſe, may that ſame Juſtice which 
hath: reach'd him, lay hands on them,: and 
by a yet more infamous puniſhment revenge 
ts fin and ruin on their heads. And ſince his 
memory. cannot live with honour, I hearti- 


_ t+ wiſh. it might dyein oblivion, thar-ſo ha- 


ying paid that debt which Law and Juſtice 
SLE | B- and 


and the neceſlary reaſons of things exafted 
- of him, it might never hercafter be remem- 
bred againſt him, how deſperately he broke 
through all the ties of Nature, Honour, 
Gratitude and Religion, to precipitate him- 
{elf into a ſhameful and untimely face. Bur 
this being only a hopeleſs wiſh, I ſhall in 
pity to his memory, forbear running the o- 
dious © parallel between Abſalom and him, 
through all the black cyrcumſtances of their 
{fin and puniſhment, having ſaid enough al- 
ready, and yct-no more than what was ne- 
ceflary, to explam the ſutableneſs of the Text 
to the occaſion, Bleſſed be the. Lora thy. God 
who hath delivered up the men that lift wp their 
| hand againſi my Lord the King : In which 
words there are two things obſervable. 
Firſt, The great: concern'and/mtercſt God 
hath in the overthrow of Rebels, It is he 
that delivers 'em up. A 
Secondly, The great. cauſe we have to re- 
tarn thanks to God when he de/ivers'em-up. 
I ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe, v22. 
The great concern and intereſt God hath in 
the averthrow of Rebels, It is he who. del:- 
vers em 2p. T1s truc the fuccels of War; on 
which fide focyer it bghts, depends upon the 


divine 


divine Providence, which-having theidiſpo-: 
fal of all events, whether they-be adverſe'or 
proſperous, turns the ſcale' of victory on 
which 1ide 1x: pleaſes : for [the-ſecond cauſes 
upon which ſucceſs and vidtory ordinarily 
depends, 1s the good conduct of thoſe who 
command, and the ſtrength and” courage 
and .cxpertneſs: of thoſe that-execute; all 
which are underthe command and ſovereign 
diſpoſal of God, who if he: pleaſes' can infa- 
tuate the wiſeſt and moſt skilful Comman- 
ders, blindfold their judgments, confound 
their reaſon, and turn - their - wifdom into 
folly, fo that. chey ſhall run quite counter 
to their own deſigns, and blow up them- 
ſelves with their own trains; who if he doth 
not-infatuate em, .can- yet: fruſtrate their 
wiſdom, and by a thouſand accidents which 
they can neither foreſee nor prevent, baffle 
and defeat their moſt prudent and promr- 
{ing deſigns; who if he pleaſes can divide 
and: break” the ſtrength of the moſt nume- 
rous, diflolve and confound the order of 
the beſt diſciphned, melt and emaſculate 
the  courage- of the "moſt reſolute Armies; 
-and:having the ſoveragn difpolal-of-all the 
ſecond''caules of ſucces mn his hands, *tis he 
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alone that can decide the Battle and deter- 


mine the hovering Victory to which ſide he 
pleaſes; ſo that whether 1t lights on the right 
or wrong ſide, on the uſurping Rebels, or 
lawful Prince's Creſt, 'tis by his all-diſpoſing 
direction and appointment : for though the 
horſe is prepared for battle, and ſecondary 
cauſes concur as means and inſtruments, 
yet vidtory is of the Lord, Prov. 21. 31. And 
though ſometimes for wiſe and righteous 
ends he permits unjuſt Arms to proſper and 
triumph over a Righteous cauſe, of which 
we have a woful inſtance in our memory; 
yet ordinarily and regularly he declares on 
the righteous ſide, and awards ſucceſs accor- 
ding to the Juſtice of the cauſe. For Battle 
1s an appeal to God, in which the, contending 
Parties joyn iſſue to put their caſe into: his 
hands, and refer the juſtice of their cauſe to 
his award and determination ; and being 
hereby conſtituted the ſole arburator be- 
tween 'em, he ordinarily decides the victo- 
ry according to the right of the caſe; and, 
unleſs there be ſome very. great reaſon mo- 
ving him to the contrary, awards 1t to the 
juſter ſide. They therefore who make an un- 
juit War, appeal to God in a wrong n_— 
an 


{:9] 


and thereforchaveall thereaſon inthe world) 


ro: expect that he wilt decide! againſt :tem;; 
and finally awardthevictorytotheir chemies; 

'?Tis true, God: 1s not obliged in; juſtice; 
always to determune the;V1i&tory. to y Juſt: 
cauſe: i for there! may: be quit reaſons, and; 
many times. there are, moving him . to the 

uite contrary. Sometimes 1t . may be more 
or the: publick good, of::which: he-.1s the 
great conſervator,: that this/particular Tigh- 
teous cauſe - ſhould muſcarry, than'that it 
ſhould proſper and ſucceed; 1n which cafe 
it's butrcaſonable that he ſhould rather per- 
mit a particular nuſchicf, than hinder apub- 
lick convenience. Sometimes a good: cauſe 
may be. more effe&tually advanc'd by - a 
preſent overthrow, than by a victory;. and 
when: this: happens, it's a good 'reaſon-why 
God ſhould: at preſent pronounce the- ſen: 
tence of victory on the contrary ſide. Some- 


times .1t may be neceſſary to. deny ſucceſs. 


to: thoſe. who: : have: the. righteays cauſe:on 
their ſide, in order to the: crowmng it with 
ſome. greater blefing ; and-to take away a 
lefs good, to make room: for, a: greater, ;1s 
ſuch:an-exchange;as 15:fat fron! Robbery, 


And Jafſtly, Somerimes for::the: fans: of chaſe 
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6rnithe right dide:may: be fnoch-as do:render 

ir mot bniy2Hit)bovb neceflary:foriGodto; 
make_ erm -examples. tro. the world, of his: 
rightcous:ſeycrity. And what greater; ſeveri- 


| of Gn he:expres; \than to:abandon-a good: 


,and.-rather permit: it to; fall tothe 
round, tharr ſee 1t-:upheld and ſupported: 
y impious and prophane hands?:But though 

there! are theſe, 'and ſundry other: :juft! rca- 
ſons 'why God ſhould :not. always award ſuc- 
ceſsand victory tothe right 1ide; yet doubt- 
leſs he ordinarily doth ſo: for all war 1s &- 
ther berween one Prince and Nation and an«: 
other, or-elfe: berween Prices and :rebelli- 
ous Subjects. Now as for the firſt, it 1s 1n 
moſt caſes impoſſible for us certainly todeter- 
mine whichofthetwoparcies hath che righr- 
ful cauſt:3:becanſe: we donor. underſtand 
the pretenſions on 'both fides, nor are we 
capable of judging of : thoſe nice reaſons, 
and._intricate circumſtancesuponwhichtheir 
oppolite *daims-: depend; /.and. 'therefore 
thongh-we through our pity and ignorance 
rogether, do commonly pronounce the vyan- 
quiſhed cauſe rhe beſt; and:upon. that ac- 
count'do fooliſhly 'murmurat the decifions 
of Providence, 'as if they were unjuſt and 

R uUn- 


| [fr ] 
| ual; yet'God, whoſees through-all che 
unequal yorGad who! doth" thany v 
moſt certainly 'know! the 'contrary;' a 
determines the caſe contrary to our blind 
pity-and ignorance, aecording- to his own 
mnfallible judgment:! and /'had-we burthe 
wil of God, I make no doubt but 
wc ſhould find many of thoſe proſperous 
cauſes which we'cotrdemn for unjuſt; to be 
molt juſt and righteous,: and beaſt "Tartf- 
fied, that the awards of Providence in the 
caſe are-much more equal than we wnagine. 
Bur then, as for the-other fort of war; v7z. 
That between Princes and their rebellious 
Subjects, it's evident'thac Providence'foth 
much more conſtantly decide the ſucceſs to 
che juſt.and righteous cauſe, and givejudg- 
ment on the {ide * of the injured-Prince, 4- 
gainſt the Rebellious/and uſtibpiins Sabject. 
For if you conſule Hiſtory, you fy find, 
that though for juſt /and rightequs-ends, 
God:hath ſometimes petimitred' Rebelfions 
| to ſucceed; - yet /where he hath profpertd 
one, he hath uſually / curſed and. | Þlaſted 
rwerky. -- And indced, finge War, as:was bc- 
tore" obfervedj i an appeal- to*God/ 0 
end | Anbieracor -oF-' all eſis JOG Gþe! ge 
PCCu- 
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peculiar reaſons why he ſhould. more: can+ 


ntly declare himſelf for the right-fide:in 
a Rebcllious war, than in any other : | + 


Firſt, Becauſe Rebellion is an apppeal 0 


- him), in a cauſe thats plainly and apparent- 


ly. unjuſt. 

Secondly, Becauſe 'tis an appeal to him, in 
a caule that very nearly touches and affects 
his own Authoruy. tr Tha Storm 
_ Thirdly, Becauſe 'tis an appeal to lim, 
in a cauſe that 1s of all others moſt deſtru- 
Etive of humane Society. | | 


Firſt, Becauſe Rebellion is an appeal to 
God in a Caule thats plainly and apparent- 
ly unjuſt. For in thoſe wars that arc between 
Princes and Princes, /' the right or wrong of 
the caſe 1s many times not eaſily decidable: 
the Meum's and Tuum's of Princes and Na- 
tions, being very often ſo blended and con- 
founded by Conqueſts, Leagues, and Inter- 
marriages, ' and. revolutions of Empire; 
that 'tis not only difficult, but ſometimes 
impoſſible to determine on which fide the 
Right hes: and tho' the contending Princes 
may in moſt caſes, perhaps, be able to ye wc 

| them- 


$ [13] 
themſelves, whether the Cauſe they contend 
for be right or wrong; yet the people can 
be nocompetent Judges of it, but are ob- 
liged toacquieſce in their Princes judgment, 
and to follow 'em with an implicit faith : 
ſo that if they are in the wrong, 'tis through 
invincible 1gnorance, which renders their 
caſe extreamly pitiable and excuſable before 
the juſt and righteous Tribunal of God. 
And therefore though He: moſt pertectly 
underſtands on which fide the Right lies, 
be the caſe never ſo perplexed or intricate, 
yet Iis compaſſion to their miſtaken 1nno- 
cence, may in concurrence with other rea- 
ſons, eſpecially when their enemies ſins do 
outvy the juſtice of their cauſe, ſometimes 
prevail with him: to give judgment of Vi- 
Etory on their ſide. But as for Rebellion, 
the injuſtice of it 1s far more viſible and a 
arent, every man knows, or might calle 
now, if he were not extreamly wanting to 
himſelf, that his King is the Vicegerent of 
his God; and that being ſo, he is indiſpen- 
{ibly obliged by all the ties of Reaſon and 
Religion to ſubmit to his Will, and reverence 
his Perſon, and bow to: his Authority; and 
that he cannot-lift up his hand againſt him, 
| C with- 


without fighting againſt God himſdf;:the 
truth of which 1s as obyious to our natural 


reaſon, and as plainly aflerted 1n holy Scri- 


pture, as of any Propoſition in Religion: fo 
that I dare boldly affirm a Man may find 


as fair pretexts for any vice whatlocyer, cyen 


for Drunkenneſs, Whoredom or Perjury, as 
ever were made for Rebellion. And were I 
to ſet up for a publick Patron of wickedneſs, 
I hardly know a villany in nature ſo. black 
and monſtrous, which. I could not more 
plauſibly recommend to' Mens reaſon and 
conſciences, than this of reſiſtance againſt 
lawful Authority ; which 1s) ſuch a compli- 


cation of Villames, ſuch a loathſom mux- 


ture of Helliſh Ingredients, as 1s enough to 
nauſeate any Conſcience but. a Devil's. 
And though Conſaience and Religion arc 
the Colours it uſually marches under, yer 1s 
the umpofture of this pretence ſo fulſome 
and barctac'd, that no: Man in his wits can 
be innocently abuſed by it. For certainly 
that Man muſt haye a great mind to rebel, 
bis will muſt-have a ſtrong Bias of pride or 
diſcontent, faction or ambition in it, that. 
m deſpite of all the:evidence from Reafon 
and Scripture to the contrary, can _— 
c 
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- - himſelf chat it 1s lawful for him, and much 
Icfs that 'it is' his duty to lift up his hand 
againſt his Sovcraign.' And: therefore /for 
Men to. appeal to Godin aicauſe 'fo:appa- 
rently wicked, is nor ſubmiſlively' to: refer 
themſelves to him, but openly ro'mock and 
affront him; were the caſe obſcure and” dit- 
ficule, though it were unjuſt; 1t were-excu- 
ſfable;-and might fairly admit of greferenice 
to. the righteous arbitration 'of God:/bur' ro 
make a yexatious appeal to his Judgment 
again, nia caſe which he hath fo often: and 
{o expreſly judged alrcady, is'a conmonBar- 
ratry; 'tis not to conſult but to temptihim, 
and under pretence of ſubmitting 'to-his de- 
' termination;openly to defy his authority! in 
effe&t, 'ris to appeal from his will co his pro- 
yidence, and to beſpeak him to declare him- 
{elf againſt his.own declaration. In'this' caſe 
theretore where the 4njuſtice of the/caule-is 
ſo apparent, and- conſequently the'appeal to 
him abour at/1s5 ſo prophane: and"inſolent, 
God 1s more peculiarly concerned-as fove- 
raign arbitrator to award for'the right fide, 
by Qeliverig up the Rebel 'as a ſacrifice to 
the juſt Revenge of his injured Prince. 


"WE Secondly, | 


1. 


have no ſuch thing as a ſupreme Authority 
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Secondly, Rebellion is an appeal to God 
in a cauſe wherein his own Authority is ve- 
ry nearly touched and affected in Wars bc- 
tween Princes and Nations: the unjuſt fide 
indeed offends againſt his Authority, by re- 


fuſing to ſubmit to the Laws of Juſtice, and 


conſequently - are accountable to him for 


high undwgifulneſs and diſobedience, :which 


1s:no more than the. common caſe of: all 
wiltul offenders againſt the Laws of Hea- 
ven; but in the caſe of Rebellion there is 
not only a peremptory diſobedience to thoſe 
Laws of God, which require our dutiful 
ſubmiſſion to our lawful Supertours,bur alſo 


a direct renunciation of the divine Autho- 


rity it ſelf. For all ſoveraign power 15 1mme- 
diately founded in the Dominion of -God, 
who being the ſupreme Lord of the World; 
no Perſon can haye. right to goyern in his 
Kingdom under him, but by commiſſion 
from him: for every ſupreme Authority is 
the head and fountain of all other Autho- 
rities, ſo far as it extends; and if it be not 
ſo, it cannot be ſupreme. So that unleſs all 
Authority be derived from God, he can 


IN 


min the World; and if it be all derived4rom!' 
him, then all thoſe perſons who are veſted: 
with fupreme Authority - under him, muſt 
derive and hold it unmediately from him; 
and-if they hold it immediately from him, 
they can be accountable for the exerciſe of 
it to none but him: and if ſo, then for any 
of their Subjects to preſume to. call 'em to 
account by a publick form'd Reſiſtance, is 
to arraign God's own Authority, and in- 
vade his peculiar ; 'tis to thruſt him 'out of 
his Throne, and ſet themfeclves down in it; 
and there to fummon his Authority before 
*'<m, and require it to ſubmit its awful head 
to their impious doom and ſentence. For . 
ſince in their ſeveral dominions all foyeraig! 
powers are next to and immediately under 
God, 'tis by his Commuſlion alone that they 
act, and therefore to his Tribunal alone 
that they are accountable: ſo that by reſiſt- 
ing them,we do as directly reſiſt God, whoſe 
Deputy-Governours they are, as a Neopol:- 
tan doth the King of Spain,by Ievying Arms 
againſt his Vice-Roy of Naples; and by re- 
fuſing to obey. their juſt and lawful com- 
mands, we demur to God's Authority, who 
in cyery Juſt thing they unpolſe or require, 
; 0r 
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ſpeaks tous by their mouths, and commands; 
us by their Laws: for ſo the Scripture tells 
us, not only that they are ordained of God, and 
that to reſiſt them is to reſiſt the Ordinance of 
| God, not only that they are the Miniſters of 
God ; and that therefore for Conſcience ſake, 
or in reverence. to his Authority, which 
they. bear, ory. are to be obeyed, Rom. 13. 1, 
2, 3-4-5. but alſo that they judge for God, and 
20t for men, 2 Chron. 19.6. and that there- 
fore their judgment is God's, Deut. 1. 17. 
Whulſt therefore we behave our ſelves factt- 
ouſly and rebelliouſly towards thoſe whom 
God hath ſet over us, we live as Out-laws 
In the Kingdom of God, without any re- 
ſpect to that viſible Authority by:whick. he 
governs. the World. And 1t this be fo, then 
for Subjects to rebel againſt their Prince, is 
neither better nor worlc, than to appeal to 
God againſt his own Authority, and to put 
this impious caſe to him, whether it be He 
or they that have the right of Governing 
the World: for this 1s the natural language 
of every rebcllious appeal to God; © Lord, 
*we refer it to thee, whether 1t be nor juſt 
* and lawful for us to take up Arms againſt 
- *rhec, to renounce and caſt off thy Domi- 
| | * on 
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*nion over us, and fly in the face of All that 
© vifible Authority by which thou art'plea- 
*{cd to rtile and govern us. Judgenow we 
*beſeech thee, between thy ſelf and: us, let 
*the eyent decide the right of the caſe, and 
*do thou proſper and ſucceed us in this our 
* indertaking, according to the juſtice and 
©rightcouſneſs of our cauſe. When there- I 
fore his own Authority 1s thus nearly touch- 
ed,” by an appeal fo Impious and Andacions, 
it's high time for him, unleſs ſome mighty 
reaſon intervene to the contrary, to ſtir up 
his ſtrength, and make bare his Arm, in the 
vindication of his injured right, and affron- 
ted Authority ; and by delivering up ' the 
infolent Rebel to condign puniſhment, to 
_— and maintain. his Domimion over the' 
WOrid. 


Thirdly and Laſtly, Rebellion is an ap- II. 
peal to Godin a cauſe that is of all others 

the moſt deſtructive of humane Soctery : 
Which is another peculiar reaſon why God 
ſhould decide againſt it, rather than agamſt 

any other unjuſt war whatſoever. For God 

' being the Soveraign head of humane - So- 
cicty, we may be ſure that the principal ge” 

) 
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of his Government is the publick good ; that 
being infinitely happy within himſelf, and 
from the immenſe perfe&tions of his own 
nature, he can have no 'ſelf ends to ſerve in 
ruling and governing the world ; but that 
his great deſign 1s to Bleſs his Subjects, and 
by diffuſing his goodneſs through the world, 
to make 'em all partakers of his happineſs. 
And if it Þe ſo, then we may certainly de- 
pend upon it; that as thoſe things and 
actions are moſt grateful to him, which are 
moſt beneficial, fo thoſe are moſt odious 
and offenſive to him, which are' moſt pre- 
judicial tothe world. Now thereis no one 
thing whatſoever that 1s more beneficial to 
the world than Government, which 1s the 
ſoul of Humane Society, by which it exiſts 
and operates, without which it muſt inevi- 
tably diſſolve, and its united parts 1mmed1- 
ately disband and fly in pieces. For an un- 
governed Socicty of men, 1s no better than 
a herd of Wolves and Tygers, whoſe crols 
interefts, inconſiſtent humors, extravagant 
paſſions and affe&tions, are perpetually 
prompting 'em to tear and worry one ano- 
ther; by reaſon of whickit 1s impoſſible for 
'em to hve together with any comfort or 

ſecurity, 
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quricy bil-ither they-nulſt- fubmic: eficib 
to be reſtramed: by-Law, and'their 
cſts-40 be:baltlanced and:adjuſtedi by 
 Eoycrnment,: or withdraw:themſclves like 
| ather: beaſts of prey into-dens and ſecret re- 
rrements, and there live r and ſolitary 
—_ __ Owls | _ iy like Ver- 
mn byr rom. one an- 
other. : robbing and tc Government is {o 
indifpenſably-:neceſfary [for the:Common- 
yealof meiytobeſure; God, whois ſupreain = 
da? a: Tx the great: cndof)! Whole 
crnment-is 


ek thive!t | £9'; it; 
there ating fo fr lire to! a} ons 
asRebdllion :. For:as for wars berween 
eg 
'O 

Nations, by reafon-'of the. 
deyaſtations they: carry with 'em; but _ 
ſubvert not Goyetnment, which: is the life 
of Nations: whercis Rebellion carries the 
lame flaughtcrs and deyaftations with it ; 
and befides that, it ſtrikes at the very foun- 
+ pn 7 For t .the 


* 
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deſign. of the Leaders of Rebellion, is noe 
to deſtroy Government,” but to. uſurp and 
raviſh . it aut of the hands of the: lawful 
poſſefſors ; yet; their practice tends diredtly = 
to the deſtruction of it. For whenever Sub- 
jects levy Arms againſt thar Soveraign; 
they actually throw oft the yokc''of his 
Government ; and if they may throw off 
his, they may for the ſame reaſon chrow off 
anothers, -till at laſt they have thrown off 
all, and uttcrly diſſolve; themſelves |ino'y 
wild Tumulc and. -Gonfuſlioas whicly bemg 
once. admitted, Government- can-have- nd 
other foundation to _reft an; barthe humor 
and. caprice of a wild muitticude:char-i'ro 
be governed / no' otherwaſe,/ and: tio? longer 
than it plcaſcs. And how is poſſible: for 
any frame of Governnient' whatſoever: 0. 
ſubfift upon 4uch fickle: and:miutable-prin- 
ciples : So that when Subjects Rebetagainit 
ther Soycraign, they appeal to God againſt 
the very being of Government itſelf, which 
1s the hte and foul of 'all humane Society, 
and do. in cffctt deſires hum finally. ro decer- 
mune by the ifſuc and cyent of re 
it _—— and reaſonable, that they ſhould 
be ruted and governed. When - —_—_ 
the 
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che point they contend for, is fo apparent 


ly. deſtructive. to humane Sociery, 'of which 


he: himfclf is the: ſupreme head” and Sove- 
ary care the final deciſion'of- it is refer'd 
to his Arbitration: We have all the reaſon 


1n:the world to preſume, that-he who is rhe 


God. of 'arder end not of confuſion; will, withour 
ſorac oughty inducement to the: contrary, 
damn the Rebels cauſe, and award: ſucceſs 
and Victory to the. Government. © 

. - Since therefore there are fo many pecu- 
har | rcaſons why the Lord: of hoſts, *rhe 
mighty God of War, ſhould arm his Al- 
mighty power againft the Rebellious : ' this 
ought: to- caution us nor to/cngageour ſelves 
in any Factious, | Difloyal or Rebellious de- 
fign againſt our Prince 'and Government; 
becauſc in fo doing, we take the moſt effe- 
tual courſe that it's poſſible: for men todo, 
to oblige the __ Providence of Hea- 
yen to fight againſt us. 'Forthere is no one 
fin mn all the black Catalogue of the works 
of darkneſs, which God ismore - concerned 
to punifh in this hfe, than-this of Treaſon 
and Rebellion. And accordingly if you cot. 
fule thoſe monuments of divine vengeance, 
which are tranfmucted to us, both in: _ 
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and Prophanc hiſtory,. you will find; that 
there are none of any fort fo numerous and 
remarkable, as the dire and infamons'Tra- 
gcdics of Rebels. And though from. theſe 
no certain concluſjon.'can be 'made of the 
fate and 1fſue of all: particular Rebellions, 
becaule there arc inſtances of fome that have 
proſpered and ſucceeded ; and particularly 
of one among our ſelves, and in:our ' me- 
mory, which next [to the Rebellion-of the 
fall'n Angels, was. perhaps. the-moſt: Barba- 
rous and Infamous that was ever acted 'on 
the ſtage of nature. Yet this'I am. certain 
of, that were it my defign to draw down 
ſome exemplary judgment on my own head; 
and cyen to entail the vengeance of heaven, 
upon my {clf and my poſterity, Icould not 
propoſe to my ſelf: a more probable and ef- 
fe&tual way, than Rebellion: Which of all 
the crimes and yillamies that have ever been 
perpetrated, either by Devils or men, hath 
eyer proved moſt fatal to the Actors of 
it... Wherefore as. we would not make our 
ſelves the marks of divinc yengeance, and 
expoſe our gwlty heads to its Almighty 
Thunderboks, -it concerns us to be very 


carcful that we'do not fwerye from our 
| due 


tl. | I 
dugiA ce 20; our Princs;! dutiedalp 
wot” ri our Pride 'or daſcontent'tor! xy: 
npon our: SOOT ay ' unbibe'<Seditious: 
Principles, Hor Ineiegte: our ſelyesregt 
fictious'Combinations, which are the Semi-: 
mrics of Rebellion: but that our of an aw- 
ful fear-:and dread of God,'we honour and. 
abey the King 3: and avoid, 'as we would the 
Air of a Plaguc-lore, medling with held 

Arc giycn $0 changes! | I ef 

x now proceed to: the fone oblernabla 
m'the Text, viz, .' Thar God's delivering/up 
of Rebels, is 2" nf ound of- praiſe and 
thanſgiving to Hil: ; for the proot of which 
F-ſhall 'not need.'to-urge any other. argu- 
ment, than the ſignal defcat-and overthrow 
of this late Rebellion; : for:which we arc 

now rendering our. thanktal.acknowledg: | 
mcnts-to'God: For conſidering: the temper 
and quality ofi the Perſons,-of which-this | 
unnaturab Rebcllion'was compoſed, a very 
ſmall Prophet may cafily :prognoſticate,- co 
what a deplorable  conduton i this Nation 
muſt thaye been: reduc'd, if it had profper'd 
and ſucceeded; for 1t was nothing bur. 


common ſhore; ito which all: the —_— 
fa) 


OR 
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of the Nation. ran, partly miade' up of 
the moſt debauch'd and profligate Atheiſts, 
that had broke through all the Laws of .hu-: 
manity, and ftript- themſelves ſo naked. of 
all the ſhew of Piety and Vertue, that they 
| had. not hypocriſic enough remaining to: 
diſguiſe their lewd. and villanous intentians;; 
partly of beggarly Male-contents, who had, 
no other way to repair their broken for- 
tunes, but by running in to the ſhipwrack 
of the Nation ; but chiefly of hot-brain'd 
furious Sectaries, whoſe blind zeal, like the 
Devil in the poſſcſs'd Man, threw 'em into 
Fire and Water, tranſported and hurried. 
'em into any vilany, into Perjury and Mur- 
der, Treaſon and Sacnilege, and would not 
pernaut 'em to ſtop at any ung: that made 
for the Intereſt of their cauſe: fuch were the 
Ingredients of this poxſonous mixture; Sa 
that had God for our fins permutted-at to 
prevail, we had quickly ſeen a flourthing 
Kingdom, hke Herod in all bis glory and 
ſplendor, ſeized on, eaten up by Lice, by a 
ſwarm of the baſcſt and moſt infamous 
Vernun that ever bred out of the filth of a 
Nation: We had feen the Atheiſt glutting 
his luſt with the rapes of our Wives and 
Daugh- 


wy 
Daughters, and gulf the teats of wi. 
dows and Or ken the 

on Horfe-back y ad ng in-che vls 

forrunes, and mo e heads of 
' our Nobles and Gentry ; and the bloudy 
Enthuſiaſt imbrewing his hands in Loyal 
bloud, appeaſing his turious zeal again with 
Royal Sacrifice, and throwing down: all chat 
is Sacred in our Ferzſalem, to make way 
for the creting his Phapatick Bobel, his Tu, 
mult and confuſion of Religioas: 1n a word; 
we'thad ſecn- our Laws trampled on, our 
| Liberties inflaved, and our yet _ and. 
Virgin; Throne, to.our. excalaſting in famy, 


+ lowred: and; proj purious.1]- 
legigimate "Ulduc.. With -this ; oy ſpectacle: 
= eyes had moſt certamtly been cnrertain-- 
wy wad 2 this Mat, oa Jucoeried: 
whercfore our Gracious being, move 
_ to-commikcration,! by this woluprofpett of | 
our approaching Calamity, roufed'up him- 


ff like a dey Man of War, and with an. 


aveng fat: eye looks 4 Sun: | 
| pug and .wit rapen gh ap Iaſk of 
trils;; ſcattered the es _ before 


him.. Wherefore not - unto - ns, O Lord, not 
to our conduct or puiſſance , but to. thy 
Name 


ee ae 4, _ # bie. Mercyrewas 
Fe @ {ar 4e'# 700 auſe | 
yeth for ever; 9 Ges ſay that his Mercy exduret 
for ever. _Lerthe Houſe of Aaron now ſay that his Mer- 
cy endnrethf for ever. 'Let all them thit far the Lord Wo. 
that his Merty endareth for ever... LID 
And as-the beft- Return: of Gratitude we ealmalle 
to God, {et us by our future Loyalty to his Illuftrious 
Vice-gerent, by our firm relyance g a Re « 
wiſes, Sohick hitherto hbye been ever forettart Ty 
late, by ourchearfulſabmiſion'to Nis Taws, and - 
ſtant forwardhefs: to ind deeeft all tcaſbnou 
deſigns againſt his Perſon 4nd Governmeat, 
as much as in us lies to render his 
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the foo ous, And by our imin6y2ble. 
« proaſon and 1ce of our .froly - EY 


of pry: :and:unſ biſficaodhe not Ptimitiveand 
7,2 Religion of the Church df Enghinde. E br ew 
rear) - _ our ſelves to Gel - . 

it plications we may pre? wit to Ax 
rhe Crovn oy his Royalts ls Ley dag þ 
his Sacred Pppſon,to "is wo ri | 
to-abate the Pride, aſſwage'the Malice, und. ng | 
(he devices of his wee and Keorhen _ injoyed 
a long, 1s and proſperous Reign u arth, to 
a. Tory everlafting Glory in Heaven, 10 
whicl Prayer I am vey all that are the genuine 
of theChureh of Eqgiode OE Ted: true Fieare: and 
Zealous SEU, or | 


x19, 


a Gn 
ww g==o*x. q wes GILEY m 


Fes 


=; 


© wolf, Eos Ape, 


